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 By Kyle Keeney, PhD

There is a move-
ment developing to re-
define the geographic 
nature of biotech in-
novation called the 
Massachusetts Turn-
pike Partnership. It is 
an alliance founded by 
MassBio and Kentucky 
Life Sciences Council, 

two regional non-profits focused on ad-
vancing the value of life science research 
for industry and patients. 

It’s apparent to innovators that col-
laboration and new partnership models 
open the doors to biotech’s promise.  a 
partnership designed to foster collaboration 
between the two clusters and accelerate re-
search to benefit patients and the health-
care system. The Turnpike is an extension 
of MassBio’s MassCONNECT program, 
which under the leadership of Rakhshita 
Dhar and Anna Christo, has become a top 
mentoring program for life science entre-
preneurs in Massachusetts.  

The Turnpike Partnership extends bio-
tech collaboration networks into the central 
United States, where inclusive partnership 
models emphasize quality research over 
quality of profits.

It is imagined as innovation without 
borders.

Beyond Borders
There are no knowledge monopolies 

and innovation goes beyond borders. The 
complexity of human biology and unmet 
medical need demands that we embrace 
collaboration as a way to find and catalyze 
critical research and development, and we 
hope this partnership can help to usher in 
a new model of collaboration in life sci-
ences. We are heartened by the response as 
a significant number of MassCONNECT 
mentors and Massachusetts executives have 
signed on to help with the construction of 
the Turnpike.

There has never been a greater need for 
collaboration. For industry to do well, we 

have to work together. This industry will 
not prosper if we stay in our clusters and 
let the rest of the network drown due to 
lack of attention.

Why Kentucky?
Known for its biologistics industry, 

Kentucky is ideally situation to interme-
diate the needs of biotech’s competing 
powers through a unifying need: access 
and distribution to patients. Geographi-
cally, Kentucky is the center of the U.S. 
transportation and logistics industries. 
Kentucky is also home to two influential 

senators—Senators Mitch McConnell and 
Rand Paul. The political clout that helped 
Cambridge flourish in the 1970s is now 
descending upon Kentucky. It has the po-
tential to empower relationships between 
far-flung researchers through a clear regu-
latory environment. 

In our partnership model, Massachu-
setts provides leadership in many ways. 
But we have to pay attention to the small 
organisms, the honeybees. Our model pays 
attention to the pollinators. It mitigates the 
risk of the Midwest and the Central US 
turning into a research desert. 

Opportunities to Partner
Researchers interested in the Turn-

pike Partnership were invited to attend 
the Derby Partnering Summit. Held May 
5-7, 2016 in Covington, Ky., the Derby 
Partnering Summit addressed the inter-
ests of academic and private researchers, 
entrepreneurs and industry executives. The 
event began with a day for postdocs and 
emerging entrepreneurs to receive one-on-
one mentoring with industry veterans. The 
second day was focused on industry and 
regulatory updates. True to the Summit’s 
banner slogan to “partner with a cham-
pion,” the Summit culminated trackside at 
the 142nd running of the Kentucky Derby. 

—Kyle Keeney, PhD is president and 
CEO of Kentucky Life Sciences Council. Kee-
ney is the co-founder of the Kentucky Turnpike.

Life Sciences groups collaborate to build  
a Kentucky – Massachusetts Turnpike
Kentucky Life Science Council and MassBio partner on startup mentoring initiatives.
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Shortening the distance between 
Kentucky and Massachusetts  
That is the goal of the KLSC/MassBio partnership. “The KyMass 
Turnpike” focuses on increasing capital and partnering 
opportunities for both states. It is a two way street. Kentucky 
companies need access to capital and partnerships outside 
of the Commonwealth. The Boston life sciences ecosystem 
needs new investments, research opportunities and to 
expand the reach of partnerships. Kentucky provides a cost 
effective environment to incubate and validate ideas.

KEENEY

Kentucky life sciences leaders traveled to Cambridge for MassBio’s Annual Meeting last 
month. Pictured here (l-r): Robert K. Coughlin, President & CEO, MassBio; Kyle Keeney, 

President & CEO, Kentucky Life Sciences Council; Kris Kimel, founder & CEO, Kentucky Space; 
Twyman Clements, President, Space Tango; John Hallinan, Chief Business Office, MassBio.



P A G E  1 0     M E D I C A L  N E W S  •  M A Y  2 0 1 6 M E D I C A L  N E W S  •  M A Y  2 0 1 6     P A G E  1 1

TURNPIKE PARTNERSHIP

Creating Innovation by Improving Access to Ideas and Resources
The Turnpike Partnership is an initiative to help bring ideas to the marketplace by shortening the distance from the 
lab to the marketplace.  This global connection will help ensure that ideas have access to the resources they need, 
even if they are a world apart.  It will also enable international companies to find new technologies in places in an 
efficient manner.

The Turnpike Partnership is innovation and economic development without borders.

Indiana Health Industry Forum
IHIF is a statewide trade association representing members of 
Indiana’s health science business community. The diverse members 
of the Indiana Health Industry Forum generate the collective 
voice of the state’s health and life science industry. The mission 
is to connect key stakeholders to: enhance business networks, 
advocate for member interests, develop 
workforce skills, and provide strategic 
vision in the interest of growing the state’s 
health industry economy and reputation.

“The goal for this industry is to help people live better, longer 
lives – with that in mind, working together in whatever 
capacity brings scientific innovation, talent, and capital 
together in the most effective, efficient, and safe way 
opens up limitless possibilities. Good ideas can come from 
anywhere but it is really only the power of a strong and 
responsive network that can bring them to fruition.” 

 – Kristin Jones, President and CEO

InScope Medical
InScope Medical is a Kentucky-based start-up company that 
created the OneScope, which streamlines the intubation process for 
physicians. The proprietary technology simplifies the placement of a 
breathing tube by combining the 
laryngoscope and the suction 
tool so that physicians don’t 
have to juggle multiple tools.

“As you can imagine, there aren’t a lot of mentor options in 
the life sciences in Kentucky.  Getting connected to the right 
mentors and networking with executives and life science leaders 
in Boston have been instrumental to our growth and success.” 

 – Maggie Galloway, Inscope CEO and cofounder

Scottish Lifesciences 
Association
The Scottish Lifesciences Association (SLA) is the voice of Scotland’s 
vibrant life sciences industries to investors, NHSScotland, the Scottish 
and UK Governments, and the wider community. SLA is driven by 
and networks with members through 12 Special Interest Groups. 
They help each other to grow members’ businesses, and engage 
with the NHS and Government to grow the life sciences sector in 
Scotland. SLA helps take ideas from conception to global sales.

“The Turnpike Partnership will assist in exchanging ideas 
and building commercial relationships between the United 
States and Scotland.  As technology decreases the distance 
between ideas and the marketplace, we continue to find 
innovative ways to explore mutually beneficial relationships.“  

 – Scott Johnstone, CEO

Bexion Pharmaceuticals
Bexion Pharmaceuticals is a privately-
held biotech company focused on the 
development and commercialization 

of innovative cures for cancer. Bexion’s first-in class biologic, 
BXQ-350, has demonstrated selective tumor targeting with the 
potential for clinical efficacy in a broad range of cancers. In 2013 
the NCI awarded Bexion a prestigious “Bridge Award” of $3 million 
to support testing of BXQ-350 in the clinic. In February 2015, the 
FDA granted Bexion Orphan Drug status for Saposin C, the active 
ingredient in its proprietary drug BXQ-350 for the potential treatment 
of glioblastoma multiforme (GBM), a type of brain cancer.

“We don’t need to be in San Diego or San Francisco 
because Covington, while small, has the benefit of being 
next to a larger city with amenities and universities.” 

 – Ray Takigiku. CEO

MassBio
MassBio represents and provides 
services and support for the 
world’s leading life sciences supercluster. MassBio is committed to 
advancing Massachusetts’ leadership in the life sciences to grow the 
industry, add value to the healthcare system and improve patient 
lives. Representing more than 700 biotechnology companies, 
academic institutions, disease foundations and other organizations 
involved in life sciences and healthcare, MassBio leverages its 
unparalleled network of innovative companies and industry thought 
leaders to advance policy and promote education, while providing 
member programs, events, industry information, and services.

“As a parent of a child with cystic fibrosis, and speaking on 
behalf of all patients, we don’t care where a therapy or cure 
comes from. We are especially intrigued by the potential 
of combining a good idea in Kentucky with a good idea in 
Massachusetts to create a great idea that provides value to 
patients, the healthcare system, and our respective clusters.” 

 
– Robert Coughlin, President and CEO 

Kentucky Life Science Council
The Kentucky Life Sciences Council is a trade association operating 
in conjunction with an educational foundation. Together they 
represent and support the life science community in Kentucky, 
providing innovation services, commercialization support, public 
policy and advocacy.  The purpose of KLSC is to create a favorable 
business environment for Kentucky’s life science community to 
discover, produce, and deliver products that benefit society.

“The problem facing early stage biotech 
companies in the Midwest is that once they 
get out of academia, they realize there is 
little understanding in local entrepreneurship 

circles of what it takes to commercialize a life science 
innovation.  We created the Turnpike Partnership to help find 
investors and biotech expertise and connect our entrepreneurs 
with commercialization partners from around the world.” 

 
– Kyle Keeney, Founder and CEO

Life Sciences groups collaborate to build 
a Kentucky – Massachusetts Turnpike
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SPONSORS

Kentucky
Innovation Network

UPCOMING EVENTS
Derby Partnering Summit  
May 5-7 Covington, KY

Sanofi Pharma Day  
May 17-18 Cambridge, MA 

Ag Biotech Entrepreneurial Showcase  
May 18 Research Triangle Park, NC 

Quebec Economic Partnership Summit  
May 24-25 Louisville, KY

Scottish Lifescience Association Meeting  
June 2 Louisville, KY

Exomedicine Conference  
June 6-7 La Jolla, CA 

BIO International Convention 
June 7-9 San Francisco, CA 

Neurotrauma Convention  
June 26-30 Lexington, KY
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